chapter five

Introduction to Daniel 5

1. As per what we have observed in chapter 4, Nebuchadnezzar was king over Babylon for some time before he was stricken with the mental incapacity for the period of seven years.

2. Some have suggested dates for the mental illness are ~582-575 BC, allowing for a period of some 13 years before his death in 562 BC since there are no governmental records during that period.

3. However, others find a date of 572-565 BC more acceptable based on the fact that Tyre wasn’t conquered by Nebuchadnezzar until 573 BC.

4. Following his restoration to sanity, his kingdom prospered and became even greater, just as God had told him it would.  Dan. 4:36

5. Nebuchadnezzar reigned from 605-562 BC, minus the seven years he spent acting like a bull, and God provided prosperity and stability throughout his entire reign.

6. However, following the death of Nebuchadnezzar, the empire experienced a rapid decline that was brought about by the moral degeneracy in the nation, as it was led by a series of evil and inept kings.

7. All those that came to power following the death of Nebuchadnezzar had been close to the king and were well aware of the manner in which God humbled him, as well as his conversion.

8. They were either direct lineal descendants (sons, grandsons, etc.) of Nebuchadnezzar or were married to Nebuchadnezzar's daughters.

9. Therefore, as with the entire kingdom, they had heard the reality of his salvation and had been informed about the coming messianic kingdom and the great power of the true God.

10. However, true to the dream in chapter two, the kingdom would not survive because his successors rejected the divine viewpoint of life, ultimately causing the fall of the kingdom.

11. While God knows everything in advance due to the function of omniscience and the power of foreknowledge, these qualities are not causative; God does not make men evil, He simply observes their evil and acts in accordance with what His righteousness and justice demand.

12. Therefore, although God knew the Babylonian kingdom would fall due to evil, that the Medes would be in position to take power at that time, and that all this was compatible with His plan, He is not responsible for the evil of the subsequent Babylonian leaders.

13. The immediate successor to Nebuchadnezzar was his son, Amel-Markduk (a.k.a. Evil-Merodach), whose name means, "man of Marduk". 

14. He reigned for two years and four or five months (~562-560 BC), conducting his government in an illegal and improper manner, being very arbitrary and licentious.

15. One example of his arbitrary rule is seen in two parallel passages in the Old Testament, IIKings 25:27-30; Jere. 52:31ff, when he decided to release Jehoiachin after 36 years of imprisonment.  562-561 BC

16. His rule was so terrible that he was assassinated by his brother in law, Neriglissar "Nergal, protect the king!", who next reigned in his place.

17. General Neriglissar had served under Nebuchadnezzar when Jerusalem was destroyed in 586 BC.

18. Neriglissar, a husband of one of Nebuchadnezzar's daughters, took the throne in 560 BC following the assassination of Evil-Merodach and ruled for four years before he died of natural causes.  560-556 BC

19. This man is also known in history as Nergalsharezer and is mentioned in Jeremiah 39:3,13 in connection with the fall of Jerusalem.

20. His son Labashi-Marduk (a.k.a. Laborosoarchod), a grandson of Nebuchadnezzar that was reputed to be of diminished mental capacity and quite cruel, was only a boy when his father Neriglissar died.

21. He reigned only nine months before a conspiracy against him by his subjects seeking retribution for his cruelty resulted in a deadly beating.  556 BC

22. The conspirators elected Nabonidus "Nebo is exalted", who was one of their number, as their new king.

23. Nabonidus was not a member of the royal house, being the son of a noble prince that was governor of Haran.

24. He appears to have been a member of the wealthy merchant class, therefore being cordially supported by the commercial leaders.

25. In order to legitimize his throne he married Nitocris, the second daughter of Nebuchadnezzar and, because he did not particularly care for life in Babylon, after two years appointed his son Belshazzar as ruler of the city in 553 BC.

26. Belshazzar continued as co-regent of the kingdom until the fall of Babylon in 539 BC.

27. Nabonidus was a devoted worshiper of the moon god, Sin, being the son of a high priestess belonging to that cult; he was intensely interested in archaeology, particularly the history of Mesopotamia.

28. After gaining firm control of Haran, he devoted himself to the restoration of the great temple of the moon god there and also contributed to the temple of Nanna (Sin) in Ur.

29. From Haran, Nabonidus moved to Teima in northwest Arabia, defeating the Sheik of Teima and taking control of the area south to Dedan and Medina.

30. Some have suggested that this move was for health reasons but, in any case, he left the central administration to the charge of Belshazzar his son.

31. Interestingly enough, during the mid-550's BC, Nabonidus had supported Cyrus of Anashan against his father-in-law Astyages, king of the Medes.

32. Once he had achieved control of the Medo-Persian domain and had conquered the Lydian kingdom in Asia Minor, it was inevitable that Cyrus would look south toward Mesopotamia for his next conquest.

33. Since Nabonidus had been an ally of King Croesus of Lydia, he became the object of Cyrus' advance, being defeated and driven south to Teima, leaving the Persians free access to the capital.

34. Herodotus reports that Belshazzar, who was left in charge of defending the city, engaged in a brief battle a short distance from the city in which the Babylonians were defeated by the Persian king before withdrawing into the apparently impregnable city.

35. Babylon was considered impregnable because of its magnificent fortification, the city being 120 stadia square (a stadion is about 202 yards, almost 14 miles square), surrounded by a large moat, defended by a wall 50 cubits wide (about 80 feet) and 200 cubits high (about 330 feet), with 100 strongly fortified gates.

36. There is a great discrepancy between Daniel and the Babylonian historians Berosus and Abydenus, what say that last king (Nabonidus) surrendered in Borsippa, after Babylon was taken.

37. The fact is that Daniel is accurate and the Babylonian accounts suppress the facts that tend to discredit the empire of Babylon, namely that Belshazzar shut himself inside the city and fell at its capture.

38. However, the pagan Xenophon description of Belshazzar’s end accords perfectly with Daniel’s, as does his assessment of Belshazzar’s character.

39. As we begin Daniel 5, the situation stands thus:

a. Nabonidus has been defeated and has fled to the south.

b. This leaves the city open to Medo-Persian attack.

c. The armies of Cyrus the Great are being led by the command of Darius the Mede.

d. Following the defeat of Nabonidus just outside the city, Belshazzar withdraws into his apparently impregnable fortress.

e. Darius began to lay siege to the city but the Babylonians did not care.

f. They made light of the siege, having laid in a store of provisions that would last for many years.

g. From atop the battlements that crowned their walls, they insulted and jeered at Darius and his armies.

h. One reportedly shouted, "Why do you sit there, Persians?  Why don't you go back to your homes?  Till mules foal you will not take our city!"
40. As we will observe, the arrogance of the populace is simply a reflection of the arrogance of its leader, Belshazzar.

Doctrine of Foreknowledge
5:1 Belshazzar the king held a great feast for a thousand of his nobles, and he was drinking wine in the presence of the thousand. {Belshazzar the king--Peal pf. 3ms db;[; to make, do, perform, “held”--m.s.n. ~x,l. lit. bread, a meal, a feast--m.s.adj. br;--pref.  L + m.p.n.const. + 3ms suff  !b'r>b.r; nobles, lords--a thousand--and in the presence of the thousand--d.a. _ m.s.n. rm;x]--Peal part.m.s. ht;v.} 
5:2 When Belshazzar tasted the wine, he gave orders to bring the gold and silver vessels which Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem, in order that the king and his nobles, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them.  {Belshazzar—pref. b + m.s.n. ~[ej. in tasting, when he tasted—d.a. + m.s.n rm;x]—Peal impf.3ms rm;a] said, commanded, gave orders—pref. l + Haphel infin.const. ht'a] to cause to arrive, to bring—gold and silver—pref. l s.d.o. + m.p.n. const. !am' vessels or utensils—rel.part. yDI—Nebuchadnezzar, his father, here used in the general sense of ancestor, Belshazzar is actually Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson—

Haphel pf. 3ms qp;n> to cause to come out, taken out—prep. !mi + d.a. + m.s.n. lk;yhe the temple —rel.part. yDI—pref. B + Jerusalem—waw, “in order that”—the king—waw + m.s.n. const. + 3ms suff. !b'r>b.r; lords, nobles—f.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. lg:ve royal consort, king’s wives—waw + f.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. hn"xel. both words used 3X, only in this chapter—Peal impf. 3mp ht;v. will drink, might drink—pref B + 3mp suff.} 
]5:3 Then they brought the gold vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God which was in Jerusalem; and the king and his nobles, his wives, and his concubines drank from them.  {pref. B + adv. !yId;a/--Haphel pf. 3mp. ht'a] caused to arrive, brought—the gold vessels—rel.part. yDI—Haphel pf. 3mp. qp;n> caused to come out, had been taken out—from the temple—prep. !mi + house of God—rel.part. yDI—in Jerusalem—the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines—Peal pf. 3mp ht;v. } 
5:4 They drank the wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone.  {Peal pf. 3mp ht;v.—d.a. + rm;x]—waw + Pael pf. 3mp xb;v.  to praise—pref. l s.d.o. + m.p.n.const. Hl'a/--the gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, the wood and the stone}
Exposition vs. 1-4

1. As we begin chapter five, the armies of Cyrus the Persian have already defeated Nabonidus and have Belshazzar and the Babylonians under siege.

2. The whole surrounding territory and all the provinces had been conquered; only Babylon with its massive walls and fortifications remained intact.

3. The tone and succinct way in which Daniel relates this story suggests that he had none of the respect for Belshazzar that he had for Nebuchadnezzar.

4. We are merely told that Belshazzar the king held a great feast for the leadership of the Babylonians.

5. There is some question as to whether this feast was part of the normal feasts of the Babylonians or was a feast that Belshazzar called on a whim.

6. Some have suggested that, given the circumstances outside the walls, Belshazzar planned this to reassert their faith in the Babylonian gods and to bolster their own courage.

7. Other accounts, like the one Herodotus provides, suggest that this was a regular festival that was continuing to be celebrated in the vast city when the inhabitants found out that the town had been taken.

8. Xenophon would probably tend to corroborate that view, stating that it was a festival day among the Babylonians.

9. These public festivals were generally celebrated with the most extravagant and riotous parties, drunkenness, and debauchery frequently continued for several days without a break.

10. The fact that the leadership of the Babylonians continued to observe their national feasts and parties indicates that they had no fear of the Persians outside the walls.

11. True to form, Belshazzar was leading the party, engaging in a prodigious bout of public drinking, the participle of verse one indicating that this was an ongoing fact and not an isolated toast.

12. He had invited a thousand of his nobles to this celebration, something that is in line with what we know of eastern monarchs.

13. Leupold cites the ancient historian Ktesias to the effect the Persian monarchs frequently were known to dine with as many as 15,000 people.

14. Another historian mentions a great feast given by Ashusnasirpal II in 879 BC at which almost 70,000 people attended.

15. The fact that Belshazzar was drinking wine before the thousand indicates that he was visible to all them, likely being on some sort of elevated platform or stage that made him easily seen.

16. No doubt, he was engaged in making multitudes of toasts to the gods of Babylon, which he figured would deliver him from the Persians.

17. The phrase at the beginning of verse two, when Belshazzar tasted the wine, actually denotes that he was seriously under the influence; in fact, he was drunk.

18. The implication is that he would not have done this if he were in his right mind and sober; being drunk and extremely negative is a bad combination.  Prov. 20:1

19. In this drunken state, the thought occurred to him of a novel way of entertaining and impressing all those that were present, and gaining the approbation of the gods of Babylon.

20. He ordered his servants to go and get the artifacts that had been brought to Babylon from Jerusalem some 47 years earlier by Nebuchadnezzar.  IIKings 24:13, 25:15

21. These vessels, which were used in the Temple for the service of YHWH, had been packed away in the Babylonian temples.  Ezra 1:7-11

22. These vessels had been sanctified (set apart) for use in the service of the Most High God of Israel and included items from the original tabernacle and items that had been manufactured by David and Solomon.  IIChron. 4:19, 5:1,5

23. The purpose of each of the items was to communicate the truth of doctrine via the rituals that God Himself had established through Moses.

24. Since Belshazzar had been briefed on the conversion of Nebuchadnezzar and knew the origin of these vessels, the blasphemous manner in which he sought to use them demonstrates his rejection of the truth.

25. He was an unbeliever, negative at God consciousness and continued to perpetuate his negative volition although he had heard the testimony of his grandfather and knew of his faith in the God of Israel.

26. The Hebrew and Aramaic languages do not have a term for grandson or grandfather, so when Daniel refers to Nebuchadnezzar as the father of Belshazzar, it merely means that he was an ancestor.  IIKings 14:1-3; Lk. 1:31-32

27. The inscriptions on Babylonian monuments speak of number of times of a Bel-shar-usur (Belshazzar) as “the firstborn son, the offspring of the heart of Nabunaid” (Nabonidus).
28. At the end of verse two, it is first stated that women were present at this event.

29. At the beginning of feast, true to the customs of the East, the women were not present; women of the harem were kept in strict seclusion.

30. As the revelry advanced and increased, the women were introduced, two classes being mentioned.

31. The first were those to whom belonged the privileges of wives; the second were those strictly known as concubines.  IISam. 5:13; IKings 11:3

32. The purpose for bringing these vessels to the party is clearly stated in verse two, so that Belshazzar, his guests, and the women might drink from them.
33. The thought was that these beautiful bowls, goblets, and other containers had been fashioned for a defeated god named Yahweh, who was worshiped only by the stupid captives from Judah.

34. The vessels that had been kept away from profane and irreverent use were immediately brought to the banquet hall and Belshazzar began to make toasts, taunting the God of Israel and exalting the gods of Babylon.

35. Like Nebuchadnezzar before God humbled him, Belshazzar mistook the fifth cycle of discipline, which God had administered to nation of Israel, as a sign of the impotence of the God of the Jews.

36. This act of sacrilege was intended to be a religious gesture in praise of the gods of Babylon and in defiance of the God of Israel, reminding those at the party of the previous victory provided by their gods.

37. It was not an action borne out of necessity, or for the sake of honor; it was an action done by a man who was reckless and profane, who was attempting to exalt himself above the God of Israel.

38. It is evident that what Daniel tells him in verses 18-23 is a completely accurate indictment of this wicked jerk.

39. Xenophon describes the character of Belshazzar as “impious” and illustrates his cruelty by mentioning that he killed one of his nobles during a hunt because the noble struck down the game before Belshazzar.

40. He relates how Belshazzar had castrated an aristocrat of the court named Gadates at a banquet, merely because one of the king’s concubines praised him as handsome.

41. In his arrogance, he offers toasts to the gods of Babylon, desecrating the holy vessels of the house of God.

42. That is the purpose for the repetition of the phrase they drank the wine; it is designed to emphasize the fact that Belshazzar and his guests had lost all semblance of self-control, engaging in a drunken orgy of mocking God.

43. The party grew louder and louder as the wine flowed freely, the praises continued to mount for Marduk, Belshazzar, Nebo, Ishtar, and the other gods made of the materials listed in verse four.

44. They are listed in descending order of value, beginning with gold and ending with the gods of stone.

45. For the monotheist, these materials were all the substance the pagan gods truly had; they only existed in the minds of the imaginations of unbelievers.

46. Belshazzar demonstrates his negative volition by trusting in the two things he thought would deliver him--his pagan gods and the fortifications of the apparently impregnable city.

47. For faith to be effective, it must have the proper object; trusting in your looks, intelligence, job, money, or anything other than Jesus Christ is equivalent to idolatry.

5:5 Suddenly the fingers of a man's hand emerged and began writing opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, and the king saw the palm of the hand that did the writing.  

{ht'[]v;-HB; in her, d.a. + f.s.n. h['v' used in 3:15 immediately, at once—f.p.n. [B;c.a, fingers or toes, digits, context determines—rel.part. yDI which were—f.s.n dy: hand—m.s.n. vn"a/ man, human being—Peal pf. 3fp. qp;n> to come or go out, to come forth, perfect example of a common textual question, what is written is masc.pl. what is read, note in the margin is fem.pl.  Should it be masculine due to fact it was mans hand, or feminine since fingers and hand are feminine gender.  Answer, probably feminine, but it doesn’t affect interpretation—waw + Peal part.f.p bt;.K. were writing—pref. l + prep. lbeq\ before, “opposite” when used spatially, because of when used of  explanations—d.a. + f.s.n. hv'r>b.n< 1X, lampstand or candlestick, apparently not the one from the temple, but so it was clearly visible—prep. l[; + d.a. + m.s.n. ryGI 1X, quicklime, lime plaster—rel.part. yDI which, of—m.s.n. lt;K. a wall—d.a. + m.s.n. lk;yhe—rel.part. yDI of—the king—waw + d.a. + melek—Peal part.m.s. hz"x]  was observing, was beholding—m.s.n. sP; 1X, the palm of the hand—d.a. + hand—rel.part. yDI that—Peal part.f.s. bt;.K} 
5:6 Then the king's face grew pale, and his thoughts alarmed him; and his hip joints went slack, and his knees began knocking together.  {adv. !yId;a/ then—the king--m.p. n.const. + 3ms suff. wyzI 6X, lit. brightness, splendor, facial brightness—Peal pf. 3mp + 3ms suff. an"v' to change, to become different, lit. the brightnesses of the king changed him—waw + m.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. !Ay[.r; thoughts, ideas—Pael impf. 3mp + 3ms suff lh;B. to alarm or dismay, intensive, incomplete action, they kept scaring him—waw + m.p.n.const. rj;q. knots, joints—m.s.n. + 3ms suff. #r;x] hips—Hithpaal part.m.p. ar'v. they loosened themselves—waw + f.p.n.const. + 3ms suff. aB'Kur>a; knees—Peal part.f.p. vq;n> 1X, similar to Hebrew, to strike, knock or hit—f.s.adj. aD'—pref. l + f.s.adj. aD' this to this, one against another}  

Exposition vs. 5-6

1. Verse 5 begins with a phrase that is used only one other time in the Old Testament, being found in Daniel 3:15.

2. The nuance of the phrase, translated suddenly, would better be rendered immediately, as it is in Daniel 3.

3. The purpose is to directly connect the Divine visitation with the fact that Belshazzar had profaned the holy vessels that had been set apart to the service of God.

4. The party was in full swing, likely reaching its peak when the fingers of a man’s hand appeared in full view of everyone.

5. In the ruins of Nebuchadnezzar’s palace, archeologists have uncovered a large throne room 56 feet wide and 173 feet long that was probably the scene of this banquet.

6. Midway in the long wall opposite the entrance there was a niche where the king may well have been seated.

7. Interestingly enough, the wall behind the niche was covered with white plaster as described by Daniel, which would make an excellent background for the writing that was to appear.

8. The actual physical way in which the hand was made visible was that it appeared to come out of the wall with the palm facing out toward the room.

9. This is made clear by the correct translation of the last part of verse 5; the king saw the palm of the hand that did the writing.
10. Once the hand appeared, it began writing by using the fingers, bent backward against the wall and scratching the four words into the plaster.

11. All this was done immediately in front of the lampstand so everyone could get a clear view of what was happening.

12. There is some question as to whether the lampstand in view was the one taken from among the vessels in Jerusalem, some interpreters suggesting that the proximity of the writing to that lampstand made it plain that this rebuke was directed toward that sacrilege.

13. It is not necessary to suppose that the lampstand was the one from the Temple of God, it is merely mentioned to point out that all could readily see the writing.

14. Beyond that, the lampstand would hardly qualify as a vessel that was appropriate for drinking wine.

15. From what is recorded, it appears that the hand appeared wrote the message on the wall and then disappeared.

16. The four words that it wrote are recorded in verse 25, MENE MENE TEKEL UPHARSHIN.

17. These four simple words pronounced God’s judgment on Belshazzar and the kingdom of Babylon.

18. Archaeologists have discovered many examples of the inscriptions that kings would carve on the walls of their palaces, commemorating great events that occurred during their reign.

19. God chose to use this very appropriate and interesting way to record the great event that was the destruction of the Babylonian Empire.

20. The immediate impact on Belshazzar is recorded in verse 6, God demonstrating that He can crash a party like no other.

21. God clearly communicates His judgment to this king and his subjects in a completely unexpected way, providing the proverbial expression that the handwriting is on the wall.
22. Immediately all activity in the room came to a halt, the waiters stopped in their tracks, the dancing girls stopped dancing, and the boisterous toasts to the gods of Babylon suddenly ceased.

23. The conversation stopped and everyone in the room gazed at the mysterious cuneiform letters on the wall.

24. Belshazzar immediately lost all composure; the artificial courage brought on by the alcohol quickly left him.

25. The translation that his face lost its color is literally the brightnesses of the king changed.
26. His physical strength left him as though someone had landed a perfect punch on the jaw and his legs could no longer support him.

27. Gesenius interprets the phrase his hip joints went slack, as referring to the vertebrae of his back, suggesting that he suddenly became spineless.

28. The fact that Belshazzar had a guilty conscience and no stability is clearly seen in the fact that his knees began knocking together.
29. God sobered him up quickly, something in line with the imprecatory prayer found in   Psalm 69:23.

30. This is actually the normal and expected reaction from those that come under the judgment of God.  Isa. 13:6-8; Ezek. 7:17, 21:7

31. The force of verse 6 is that Belshazzar was filled with such fear and terror that he went pale and his body lost its strength.

32. The most powerful man inside the walls of Babylon completely fell apart, lacking any sort of the stability that comes from doctrine.

33. It is not money, IQ, details of life, etc. that produce security, confidence, and peace of mind; it is Bible doctrine.

34. As we will observe, his panic is complete and he begins to cry out for the arm of flesh to deliver him, just as his grandfather and father before him had done.

5:7 The king kept yelling to bring in the conjurers, the Chaldeans and the diviners. The king spoke and said to the wise men of Babylon, "Any man who can read this inscription and explain its interpretation to me will be clothed with purple, and have a necklace of gold around his neck, and have authority as third ruler in the kingdom."  {the king—Peal part.m.s. ar;q.  called out—pref. B + m.s.n. lyIx;  with force or strength, yeling, hollering, or screaming—pref. l + Haphel inf.const. ll;[' cause to come in, bring in—pref. l s.d.o + d.a. + m.p.n. @v;a'—Chaldeans—waw + Peal part.m.p. rz:g> the ones cutting or dividing, the diviners—the king—answering and saying—pref. l + m.p.n.const. ~yKix;--of Babylon—vn"a/-lk' yD lit. who every man, used 4X, any man or every man—rel.part. yDI who—Peal impf. 3ms ar;q. to call out, to read—d.a. + m.s.n. bt'K. writing, what is written, “inscription”—m.s.adj. hn"D> this—waw Pael impf. 3ms + 1s suff. hw"x;  to show, tell, declare, explain--m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. rv;P.—Peal impf. 3ms vb;l. to clothe 3X, only in Dan. 5—d.a. + m.s.n. !w"G>r>a; purple, a symbol or royalty—waw + d.a. + m.s.n. %ynIm.h; necklace or chain, context demands necklace—which is gold—prep. l[; + m.s.n. + 3ms suff. raW:c; the neck—waw + Peal impf. 3ms jl;v. to have dominion, the right to rule—adj. third—pref. B + d.a. + f.s.n. WKl.m;}  
5:8 Then all the king's wise men were coming in, but they could not read the inscription or make known its interpretation to the king.  {adv. !yId;a/--all the wise men of the king—Peal part.m.p. ll;[' were coming in—waw + neg. al' + Peal part.m.p. functions as substantive lh;K. not able ones, unable—pref. l + Peal inf.const. compl. infin. ar'.q. to call out, to read—the writing or inscription—waw + pref. l + Haphel inf.const. [d;y> to cause to make know, comp. infin. with kehal above—interpretation of it—pref. l + the king}   

5:9 Then King Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, his face grew even paler, and his nobles were confusing each other.  {adv. !yId;a/--the king, Belshazzar—m.s.adj. ayGIf; great, much, many, exceedingly—Hithpaal part.m.s. lh;B. to alarm or frighten, to do it greatly= terrified, reflexive, he was terrifying himself—waw + m.p.n.const. + 3ms suff wyzI his brightnesses, his colors—Peal part.m.p. hn"v' continued to change, “grew even paler”—prep. l[; + 3ms suff. over this, on account of this—and his nobles—Hithpaal part.m.p. vb;v. 1X, to confuse, to disturb  intensive reflexive, were completely confusing or disturbing one another} 

Exposition vs. 7-9

1. Once Belshazzar saw the handwriting on the wall and the mysterious manner in which is was placed there, he was overpowered by his fear as evidence by his violent physical reaction.

2. He began to panic in the silence that now engulfed the great hall; he began to scream for the conjurers, the Chaldeans, and the diviners.
3. There is likely some overlap between the three groups but they are generally divided as follows:

a. Conjurers were occult practitioners who used astrology, incantations, spells, etc. to make contact with occult, demonic powers.

b. Chaldeans were the most widely respected, an elite caste of wise men that were politically powerful occult practitioners, educated in all aspects of Babylonian religion and culture.

c. Diviners were the true astrologers, dividing the heavens to foretell the future.

4. These men all were engaged in the practice of the occult arts, employing the aid of demons to control the masses, maintain their power, gain secret information, and predict the future.

5. The Bible is clear on issues related to attempting to foretell the future or make contact with the spirit world. Ex. 22:18; Lev. 19:26; Deut. 18:9-14

6. Believers are not to subject themselves to any form of occult activity, including: the horoscope, ouija boards, alchemy, seances, fortune tellers, palm readers, psychic friends, white magic, wicca, goddess or earth worship, etc.

7. It is somewhat humorous from the divine viewpoint that Belshazzar calls these men that have been so unsuccessful previously.

8. Belshazzar was a complete emotional and physical wreck at this point and would have paid anything to have this mystery understood.

9. He offers the ultimate in inducements for these men to do what they said they had the power to do.

10. Anyone that could read the inscription and interpret it for the king was promised that he would be clothed in purple, exalted to the status of royalty.

11. Further, he would be provided with a chain of gold for his neck demonstrating that he was especially favored by the king, something that would have been coveted by any of the wise men of Babylon.

12. The purple clothing and the chain of gold were the overt symbols of the promotion that this man was to receive, being exalted as a third ruler in the kingdom.
13. Belshazzar could offer nothing higher than the third rank in the government, since he was already the second regent under his father.

14. Like his grandfather before him, Belshazzar promises great inducements to the man that can solve his problem.

15. In addition, like his grandfather before him, Belshazzar relies on the arm of flesh in his time of trouble.

16. When an unbeliever faces a crisis, the only thing he can do is call on his fellow human beings, who will arrive with their human viewpoint solutions that provide neither peace nor happiness.

17. The only thing that can effectively help a believer in a crisis is applying Bible doctrine to the issue at hand, recognizing that God is the source of aid and comfort, not the exalted men of the cosmos.  Ps. 118:9, 146:3-5

18. For the negative unbeliever there is truly no help at these devastating times in life since they have rejected Bible doctrine, the source of our hope, help and comfort.

19. This is not to say that believers cannot and should not rely on their brothers in Christ for comfort and necessary aid.  IThess. 4:18; Gal. 6:2

20. The real irony here is that Belshazzar is promising something he cannot deliver, his power is about to be lost along with his life.

21. The wise men of the kingdom were not all present at the party and, due to the late hour, had to be notified that they were being summoned by the king.

22. While the New American Standard translation does not express it, a participle is used to express the fact that the wise men of Babylon did not present themselves as a group; they were coming in one at a time, or in small groups over an extended period of time.

23. Each one, or group, would hear of the offers of promotion and then attempt to read the inscription on the wall and offer an interpretation.

24. As time dragged by, each one failed; as they all failed, the tension in the banquet hall continued to grow.

25. There is some debate as to the proper interpretation of the phrase they could not read the inscription or make known its interpretation to the king.
26. Some have suggested that they were physically unable to read it, that is, they could not decipher the characters since they were written some language other than their native Aramaic.

27. Others completely miss the point and suggest that the writing was visible only to Daniel and the king, but that completely contradicts the obvious fact that Belshazzar would not have desired them to read it if they couldn’t see it.

28. However, the writing was in Aramaic, as proven by the fact that Daniel read it in Aramaic, and the suggestion of the puns in the message depend on the fact that they are Aramaic words.

29. The fact was that the wise men could read the inscription, they simply could not make sense of it; it was unintelligible to them all.

30. As the failures continued to mount, Belshazzar became even more frightened than he was by greatly terrifying himself.

31. He allowed his thoughts to run wild and his irrational fear (rational in this case) was given free expression.

32. He continued to manifest severe physical reactions to the events that were unfolding as his face grew even paler.
33. As the anxiety of the king grew in this pressure packed situation, his panic began to spread to all the others that were present.

34. The final statement at the end of verse 9 indicates that the fear was spreading, the nobles at the feast each having his own opinion about the message, what it meant, and what should be done about it.

35. They began to clamor among themselves about the situation and could not reach any sort of consensus as to what the next move should be.

36. Once again, a matter of divine viewpoint has reduced the wise, rich, powerful, prosperous men of that time to nothing more than babbling fools who cannot come up with a single answer.

37. This should certainly demonstrate to believers that when you are confronted with a problem or crisis, you do not look to the cosmos or negative believers for your advice.

38. It is not as though all those present were not intelligent, powerful people, they were simply helpless when faced with spiritual phenomena.

Doctrine of GAP

5:10 The queen entered the banquet hall because of the words of the king and his nobles; the queen spoke and said, "O king, live forever! Stop letting your thoughts alarm you and stop letting your face be pale.  {d.a. + f.s.n. aK'l.m; not the wife of Belshazzar, but the wife of Nabonidus, Belshazzar’s mother—Peal perf. 3fs ll;[]  to come or go in—pref. l + m.s.n.const. tyIB;--d.a. + m.s.n. yT;v.mi lit. the house of drink, banquet hall—pref. l + prep. lbeq\ used causally, not spatially, because of, on account of—f.p.n.const. hL'mi matters, words—of the king and his nobles—she answered the king and said—d.a. + melek—Peal imperv.m.s. ay"x]  live—pref. l + m.p.n. ~l;[' to the ages—neg. la; forbids action in progress, stop letting--!Ay[.r; thoughts—Pael impf. 3mp + 2ms suff. lh'b. to alarm or frighten—waw + neg. la; stop letting—your brightnesses change}  
5:11 "There is a man in your kingdom in whom is a spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of your father, illumination, insight, and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods were found in him. And King Nebuchadnezzar, your father, appointed him chief of the magicians, conjurers, Chaldeans, and diviners, your father the king.  {adv. yt;yai there exists—m.s.n. rb;G>--pref. B + f.s.n. + 2ms suff. WKl.m;--rel.part. yDI who—f.s.n. x;Wr—m.p.adj. vyDIq;--m.p.n. Hl'a/--pref. B + 3ms suff. lit. who has in him—waw + pref. B + m.p.n.const. ~Ay—m.s.n.const. + 2ms suff. ba; not literal father, refers to Nebuchadnezzar—f.s.n. Wryhin: 2X, light, that which gives illumination or insight—waw + f.s.n. Wnt'l.k.f' a similar Hebrew verb has the idea of acting wisely, being prudent, having insight, discernment, or discretion—waw + f.s.n. hm'k.x'—

pref. K + f.s.n.const. hm'k.x'—m.p.n. Hl'a/ gods, not God, BA has a singular for one God, all uses of the plural indicate polytheism—Hithpeel pf. 3fs xk;v' found itself, may simply be passive as translated in NAS—pref. B + 3ms suff.—and king Nebuchadnezzar, your father—Haphel pf. 3ms + 3ms suff. ~Wq caused him to rise + m.s.adj. br; great, chief, “appointed him chief”—magicians, conjurers, Chaldeans, and diviners—m.s.n. + 2ms suff. ba;--d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,}
5:12 "This was because an extraordinary, unrivaled spirit, knowledge and insight, interpreting dreams, explanation of enigmas, and solving of difficult problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar. Let Daniel now be summoned, and he will declare the interpretation."  {yDI lbeq\-lK' inasmuch, because of, forasmuch—f.s.adj. ryTiy:  pre-eminant, surpassing, exceeding—f.s.n. x;Wr spirit—waw + m.s.n. [D;n>m; knowledge, translated reason in Dan. 4—f.s.n. Wnt'l.k.f' same as verse 11—Pael part.m.s. rv;P. one interpreting, an interpreter—m.p.n. ~l,xe—waw + f.s.n.const. hy"w"x]a; 1X, to explain or point out or declare—m.p.n. hd'yxia] 1X, a riddle, a hard question, something that tests the wits—waw + Pael part.m.s. ar'v. to loosen or untie—m.p.n. rj;q. used in verse 6 of the knee, a joint, a knot, metaphorically for something hard to unravel—Hithpeel pf. 3fs xk;v. like verse 11 may simply be passive, although reflexive in form—pref. B + 3ms in him, “this”—pref. B + Daniel—rel.part. yDI—d.a. + melek—Peal pf. 3ms mWf to appoint or place—his name—Belteshazzar—adv. ![;K. now, at this time—Daniel—Hithpeel impf. 3ms jussive, third person command ar;q. to call out, to be called or summoned—waw + Haphel impf. 3ms hw"x; cause to explain, to show—the interpretation} 
Exposition vs. 10-12

1. For several hours the sounds of the party echoed throughout the halls of the palace as Belshazzar and his guest drank their wine and gave honor to the gods of the Babylonian pantheon.

2. Since there were over one thousand people present, the party was obviously a loud and boisterous one, but the tone had changed dramatically since the appearance of the hand.

3. As the wise men of Babylon attempted to interpret the meaning of the words and failed one by one, the dread must have been almost palpable.

4. Belshazzar had obviously completely lost control of the situation and the clamor among the nobles was not making things any better.

5. At this point in the panicked proceedings, the queen mother enters the banquet hall in an attempt to calm Belshazzar down.

6. This woman is not his wife as evidenced by the fact that his wives and concubines were already present.  Vs. 2

7. Some have suggested that it was his grandmother, the wife of Nebuchadnezzar because she calls Nebuchadnezzar your father in verse 11.

8. However, the woman has been rightly identified by many as Nitocris, daughter of Nebuchadnezzar, the wife of Nabonidus, and the mother or Belshazzar.

9. This woman apparently continued in the tradition of Nebuchadnezzar and Herodotus attributes many of the great building projects, which Nebuchadnezzar began, to her alone.

10. She was held in high regard because of her position and was able to enter the banquet hall freely and speak to the king directly.

11. She was not present at the party since she was considerably older than those present and her husband Nabonidus was in captivity.

12. Some have stated that this woman was a believer and that explains why she would suggest that Belshazzar summon Daniel, but text does not explicitly support this conclusion.

13. She uses the language that was used by Nebuchadnezzar before his salvation and the same words used by Belshazzar in verse 14, employing the plural gods.

14. This is not to say that she was not a believer, having been well informed of Nebuchadnezzar and knowing his history may have caused her to place her faith in the God of Israel, it is to say that the text does not prove she was.

15. While she obviously speaks highly of Daniel, she does not speak of the one God or say anything about her faith in Him, but this may have merely been her way of dealing with Belshazzar the unbeliever.

16. As she enters the great hall, she addresses the king in the customary fashion, O king, live forever!
17. While her address is courteous, she speaks to Belshazzar as a mother would and tells him to pull himself together.

18. She issues a request that forbids an action already in progress and the translation at the end of verse 10 should be stop letting your thoughts alarm you and stop letting your face be pale.
19. She obviously observed that the imaginations of his heart were running wild and he was clearly having a severe physical reaction as well as noted by his color and the lack of stability in his legs.  Dan. 5:6,9

20. She offers him a potential solution to his problem by suggesting that they invite Daniel to come and interpret the writing on the wall.

21. She begins by informing Belshazzar that there existed a man in his kingdom that was possessed of some divine spirit, employing the same language about Daniel that her father had used.  Dan. 4:8

22. Some have questioned the fact that Belshazzar did not know about Daniel and wondered why he had not been summoned along with the wise men of Babylon.

23. He had been actively involved in the service of Babylon as late as the third year of Belshazzar, but may not have been in good health.  Dan. 8:1,27 

24. He was certainly advanced in years and some estimate his age to be 81 in 539 BC, but he would have had to be at least in his seventies.

25. Evidently he had not been greatly involved in the government of Belshazzar, who seems to know of his reputation only, and may have been in semi-retirement.  Dan. 5:13

26. Nitocris informs Belshazzar about the historical situation that existed at the time of Nebuchadnezzar and explains the extraordinary qualities that Daniel possessed, citing his illumination, insight, and wisdom.
27. The term illumination comes from a root that means light and a similar form is used in Daniel 2:22, where it is applied to God.

28. God is light, the ultimate source of illumination God is equally aware of what is in the darkness because the light dwells with Him.  Ps. 139:12; IJn. 1:5

29. The light refers to that which illumines, a synonym for the divine viewpoint in many passages, the ultimate truth of human and angelic history.  Ps. 119:105, 130; Prov. 6:23

30. Here the queen mother applies it to Daniel, recognizing that he was an illumined or enlightened person, possessing tremendous qualities of insight and wisdom.

31. The second term insight comes from a verb that means to contemplate or consider, and is used to denote the process of thinking through a complex arrangement of thoughts and coming to a wise conclusion, resulting in a wise course of action that is ultimately successful.

32. Daniel was legendary for his wisdom and this woman attributes divine wisdom to him, wisdom like the wisdom of the gods.  Ezek. 28:3

33. The reason she goes to such lengths to explain this to Belshazzar is that Daniel apparently did not command much attention in his position, which may have been somewhat obscure to Belshazzar.

34. Whether he continued in the office as chief of the magicians after the death of Nebuchadnezzar is not certain.

35. However, her remarks in verse 11 are designed to let Belshazzar know that there is a person in his kingdom that can solve his problem with the enigmatic writing.

36. The repetition at the end of verse 11, your father the king, is designed to emphatically point out the excellencies of Daniel, and the fact that Nebuchadnezzar, his grandfather, had sought advice from him under similar circumstances.

37. She further explains that Daniel was not promoted by Nebuchadnezzar on a whim, but because he possessed great qualities of comprehension that set him apart from even the wisest men in Babylon.

38. The term spirit is not used of the Holy Spirit in Daniel, or of the human spirit of the believer, but of the immaterial part of man that is the driving force in his life, and is synonymous with his soul or heart.  Dan. 5:20

39. Daniel possessed such amazing qualities that set him apart from other men and this was something that was readily observed, as seen in the words of Nitocris and Daniel himself.  Dan. 6:3

40. He was such because he was a positive believer that spent his life pursuing the plan of God, studying Bible doctrine, applying it, praying consistently, and ultimately reaching and living in spiritual maturity.

41. He was humble, consistently walked with God, and the result was a person that was recognized as a superior man, even by unbelievers.

42. His powers of perception were increased by the wealth of divine viewpoint he possessed, providing knowledge and insight that produced success in his life where even the wisest men of Babylon failed.

43. The explanatory clauses that follow, interpretation of dreams, explanation of enigmas, and solving of difficult problems, are used to define the specific types of knowledge and insight that Daniel possessed

44. The reference to his ability to interpret dreams is a result of the two major times in the life of Nebuchadnezzar that Daniel provided the divine viewpoint about the troubling dreams.  Dan. 2,4

45. The ability to explain enigmas relates to the fact that Daniel could listen to an enigmatic saying, question, riddle, or story and provide the correct understanding when others could not.

46. There is a similar Hebrew term for the term enigma hd'yxi (chiydhah) that is translated by the words hard sentences, hard questions, proverbs, or riddles.  Num. 12:8 dark sayings; Jud. 14:12 riddle; IKings 10:1 difficult questions
47. The final phrase solving of difficult problems is more literally, to loosen or untie knots, dealing with the ability to work one’s way through a complex problem and arrive at the correct solution.

48. She closes with an emphatic instruction to immediately summon Daniel and an assertion that he would be able to solve the king’s problem and interpret the handwriting.

49. The fact that she consistently uses the name Daniel, only mentioning his Babylonian name in passing, may indicate that she, like her father had come to acknowledge the God of Daniel.

5:13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke and said to Daniel, "You are Daniel who is one of the exiles from Judah, whom my father the king brought from Judah?  {pref. b + adv. !yId;a/--Daniel—Hophal pf. 3ms. ll'[; to come, caused to come—in front of the king—the king was answering and saying to Daniel—no interrog. particle here, but New American Standard translation treats it as a question, You are—Daniel—rel.part. yDI—prep. !mi—m.p.n.const. rB; from the sons of—d.a. + f.s.n. WlG" the exile—rel.part. diy—Judah—rel.part. diy—the king, my father—Haphel pf. 3ms ht'a' to arrive, to cause to arrive, to be brought—prep. !mi—Judah} 
5:14 "Now I have heard about you that a spirit of the gods is in you, and that illumination, insight, and extraordinary wisdom have been found in you.  {waw + Peal pf. 1s [m;v.—prep. l[; + 2ms suff—rel.part. yDI indir.disc.—f.s.n. x;Wr—m.p.n. Hl'a/-- pref. b + 2ms suff—waw + f.s.n. Wryhin: light, illumination—waw + f.s.n. Wnt'l.k.f' same as vs. 11,12—waw + f.s.adj. ryTiy: surpassing, extraordinary—f.s.n. hm'k.x'—Hithpeel pf 3fs xk;v. lit. found itself—in you}  

5:15 "Just now the wise men and the conjurers were brought in before me that they might read this inscription and make its interpretation known to me, but they could not declare the interpretation of the message.  {waw + adv. ![;K. now, at this tim—d.a. + m.p.n. ~yKix;--d.a. + m.p.n. @v;a'—Hophal pf. 3mp ll;[' were caused to go in, were brought in—prep. ~d'q\ + 1s suff.—rel.part. diy introduces purpose clause—Peal impf. 3mp ar;q. to call out, to read—d.a. + m.s.n bt'K. writing or inscription—m.s.adj. hn"D>--pref. l + Haphel inf.const. + 1s suff. [d;y> to cause me to know—the interpetation of it—

waw + neg. al'—Peal part.m.p. lh;K. they were not able ones—pref. l + Haphel inf.const.  hw"x; to cause to explain, to declare—m.s.n. rv;P.—d.a. + f.s.n hL'mi word, matter, etc.} 

5:16 "But I personally have heard about you, that you are able to give interpretations and solve difficult problems. Now if you are able to read the inscription and make its interpretation known to me, you will be clothed with purple and wear a necklace of gold around your neck, and you will have authority as the third ruler in the kingdom." {waw + 1s pron. hn"a]—Peal pf. 1s [m;v. I myself have heard—prep. l[; + 2ms suff.—rel.part. yDI indir. disc.—Peal impf. 2ms. lqey>  you will be able—pref. l + Peal inf.const. rv;P. to interpret—m.p.n. rv;P. interpretations in general—waw + pref. l + Peal inf.const. arev. to loosen or untie—m.p.n. rj;q. knots, “solve difficult problems”—adv. ![;K. now, at this time—hypoth. part. !he—Peal impf. 2ms lqey> if you will be able—pref. l + Peal inf.const. ar;q. to call out, to read—d.a. + m.s.n. bt'K. the writing, the inscription--waw + pref. l + Haphel inf.const. + 1s suff. [d;y> to cause me to know –

--m.s.n. + 3ms suff. rv;P.—Peal impf. 2ms vb;l. 3X, only in this chapter, to be clothed or dressed—d.a. + m.s.n  !w"G>r>a; purple—waw + d.a. + m.s.n. %ynIm.h; the necklace—rel. part. yDI—d.a. + m.s.n bh;D> which is the gold—prep. l[; + m.s.n.const. + 2ms suff. raW:c; --waw + Peal impf. 2ms jl;v. to have power or dominion, to rule over—m.s.adj. aT'l.T; third, one of three, third part—pref. B + d.a. + f.s.n. WKl.m; the kingdom} 

Exposition vs. 13-16

1. The queen mother’s advice was taken quickly by Belshazzar and he had Daniel roused from his quarters and brought to the banquet hall.

2. The question that Belshazzar poses has been subject to a number of interpretations, but it does make it clear that Belshazzar had a familiarity with Daniel and the reason he was at Babylon in the first place.

3. Some have suggested that this is simply a natural question to assure himself of Daniel’s identity, while others do not view this as a question but a direct assertion.

4. It is true that there is no interrogative in the Aramaic text, and it makes good sense to take this as a direct statement of fact.

5. His assertion demonstrates that he was familiar with the history of the captivity, although it is difficult to say with certainty whether he was familiar with Daniel personally.

6. While Daniel was involved in the government of Belshazzar, at least into his third year of reign, he may have been demoted or retired by 539 BC, some eleven years later.  Dan. 8:1,27

7. This would explain how Belshazzar knew about Daniel as well as explaining how he could have forgotten about him.

8. The comment about being one of the exiles of Judah was a not so subtle attempt to assert his superiority to the captured Jew.

9. Some have suggested that it was Belshazzar’s awareness of Daniel’s ancestry and religious convictions that had caused him to lose favor in the court, but that is uncertain.

10. In any case, Belshazzar informs Daniel of the things he had heard about him from the queen, quoting her earlier statements almost word for word, the exception being where he says extraordinary wisdom where she had said wisdom like the wisdom of the gods.
11. Since the king is anxious for Daniel to provide what he wants, he begins with great flattery about the gifts of Daniel, but he makes it clear in verse 16 that he still has some doubt about the ability of anyone to provide the interpretation he seeks.

12. Belshazzar goes on to explain to Daniel that the wise men of Babylon have had their chance and were unable to explain the significance of the writing on the wall.

13. Again, the writing was Aramaic and they could read it; the problem was that they could not explain the significance of the words.

14. Belshazzar continues with his flattery, relating the fact that he had personally heard about his ability to interpret interpretations and loosen knots.
15. In one sense, Belshazzar was also letting Daniel know that the reason he had sent for him was to determine if he deserved his great reputation, almost issuing a challenge.

16. This certainly fits with the character of the negative, arrogant king, facing the sin unto death and having no regard for Daniel or anyone else.

17. He moves on to tell Daniel what he had told the wise men previously; anyone that was able to provide the interpretation of the inscription would be provided with a great promotion.

18. In a futile attempt to provoke the wise men of Babylon to use their utmost skill to provide what he wanted, Belshazzar had sought to bribe them with gifts.

19. He offered the ultimate in inducements for these men to do what they said they had the power to do.

20. Anyone that could read the inscription and interpret it for the king was promised that he would be clothed in purple, exalted to the status of royalty.

21. Further, he would be provided with a chain of gold for his neck demonstrating that he was especially favored by the king, something that would have been coveted by any of the wise men of Babylon.

22. The purple clothing and the chain of gold were the overt symbols of the promotion that this man was to receive, being exalted as a third ruler in the kingdom.
23. Belshazzar could offer nothing higher than the third rank in the government, since he was already the second regent under his father.

24. Daniel is promised the same things but, as we shall see, these things meant absolutely nothing to him.

25. Daniel was not concerned with earthly promotions from men; the aged prophet had his eyes focused on the prize.  Heb. 11:33

26. Certainly, Belshazzar had no idea of the things that Daniel has seen and heard from God by this point in his life.

27. Daniel had the wealth of the divine viewpoint in his soul, and the things that the world could offer paled in comparison to the true wealth he already possessed.

28. Daniel is completely prepared for his part in this brief drama; he is definitely able to pronounce the sentence of doom on Belshazzar and his kingdom.

5:17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, "Keep your gifts for yourself, or give your rewards to someone else; however, I will read the inscription to the king and make the interpretation known to him.  {pref. b + adv. !yId;a/--Daniel—Peal part. m.s. hn"[;--waw + Peal part. rm;a;--prep. ~d'q\--d.a. + %l,m,--Peal impf. 3fp jussive hw"h; lit. let them become “keep”—f.p.n.const. + 2ms suff. an"T.m; that which is given, a gift—pref. l + 2ms suff—waw + Peal imperv.m.s. bh;y> to give or provide—f.p.n.const. + 2ms suff. hB'z>bin> 2X, here and Dan. 2:6—pref. l + m.s.adj. !r'x\a' another—conj. ~r;B. but, nevertheless—Peal impf.1s ar;q. call out, read—d.a. + bt'K. the writing, the inscription—pref. l + d.a. + %l,m,--Haphel impf. 1s + 3ms suff. [d;y>  cause him to know—d.a. + m.s.n. rv;P.}
5:18 "O king, the Most High God granted sovereignty, grandeur, glory, and majesty to Nebuchadnezzar your father.  {2s pron. + d.a. + %l,m, you, o king—d.a. + m.s.n Hl'a/--d.a. + m.s.adj. yL'[I the highest—Peal pf. 3ms bh;y> gave, provided—d.a. + f.s.n. WKl.m; the kingdom, the dominion, the sovereignty—waw + d.a. + f.s.n. Wbr> greatness, majesty, granduer—waw + d.a. + m.s.n. rq'y> that which is precious, valuable, honorable—waw + d.a. + m.s.n rd;h] glory or majesty—to Nebuchadnezzar your father}
5:19 "And because of the grandeur which He bestowed on him, all the peoples, nations, and men of every language trembled and feared before him; whomever he wished he killed, and whomever he wished he spared alive; and whomever he wished he elevated, and whomever he wished he humbled.  {waw + prep. !mi + d.a. + f.s.n. Wbr> lit. from the greatness…because of the grandeur--rel. part. yDI--Peal pf. 3ms bh;y> God gave--pref.  l + 3ms suff.--m.s.n. lKo--d.a. + m.p.n. ~[;--d.a. + f.p.n. hM'au nations--waw + d.a. + f.p.n. !V'li tongues, languages--Peal pf. 3mp hw"h] they became, periphrastic, for emphasis--Peal part.m.p. [;Wz  2X, there is a similar Hebrew term that is hard to place a precise meaning on, such ideas as fear, trembling, are possible, tremble--waw + Peal part.m.p. lx;D> used before of that which causes fear--from before him, in his presence--rel.part. yDI who, whoever, probably better “when”--Peal pf. 3ms hw"h] he became--Peal part.m.s. ab'c. inclining or desiring--Peal pf. 3ms hw"h] he became--Peal part.m.s. lj;q. killing--waw + rel. part. diy, when--Peal pf 3ms hw"h]--Peal part.m.s. ab'c. inclined or desired--Peal pf. 3ms hw"h]-- Peal part.m.s. ay"h]  causing to live--and when he became willing--Peal pf. 3ms hw"h]--Aphel part.m.s. mWr 











































 causing to elavate, rise--and when he became willing-- Peal pf. 3ms hw"h]--Aphel part.m.s. lpev' causing to sink low, to be humbled}  












































Exposition vs. 17-19

1. Daniel immediately responds to the offer of Belshazzar’s gifts and rewards, disavowing any interest in the things the king offered.

2. This was to demonstrate that Daniel had every intention of giving and unprejudiced interpretation of what the king without attempting to seek the favor of Belshazzar.

3. Some have suggested that Daniel refused these gifts either because he had no respect for Belshazzar or because he knew the kingdom was going to be very short lived and a promotion would actually make no difference anyway.

4. It is clear that Daniel did not hold Belshazzar in any real regard, merely beginning his address without any of the customary oriental courtesies.

5. No doubt his lack of respect had something to do with what Daniel observed when he came into the banquet hall and observed the vessels being desecrated by this evil king.

6. Beyond that, Daniel will demonstrate that he knew the character of Belshazzar quite well, recognizing that this man was exceedingly arrogant, just as his grandfather had been.

7. His tactful, yet very firm response to the king is given in the form of a command indicating that this is not an option for Daniel.

8. Once he has made it plain to Belshazzar that he is not interested in temporal prosperity, Daniel makes it quite clear that he will do what the king desires anyway.

9. Daniel demonstrates that earthly rewards from unbelievers did not mean anything to an adjusted communicator.

10. His mission in life is simply to communicate the Divine viewpoint clearly and accurately; his priority is not advancing himself.

11. Daniel has already looked at that handwriting on the wall and is well aware of the fact that this is a message of doom for the unbelieving king.

12. He stands ready to deliver the message of the fifth cycle to Belshazzar and his kingdom, but before he does he will take the opportunity to set the record straight about this loser.

13. He begins his scathing rebuke for the negative volition of Belshazzar in verse 18 by reciting the history of Nebuchadnezzar, something with which Belshazzar and many others were familiar.

14. Again, he does not address the king with any courtesy other than the simple title, O king.
15. He is citing the example of Nebuchadnezzar to inform Belshazzar that he should have learned something from his grandfather’s experience.

16. The fact that he did not demonstrates his negative volition and absolute stupidity as well.

17. Like he had informed Nebuchadnezzar so many years earlier, Daniel explains to Belshazzar that the Most High God is the ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whom He wishes.   Dan. 4:17

18. As part of His grace to Nebuchadnezzar, God granted him sovereignty, grandeur, glory, and majesty.
19. Nebuchadnezzar, like every other member of the human race did not earn or deserve the blessings that came on him by the grace of God.

20. Nebuchadnezzar, as the absolute monarch established by God, was the great head of gold, having greatness that far surpassed Belshazzar and all the other kings of that period of history.

21. The fact that God provided all these things for Nebuchadnezzar was not unusual, He establishes kings and removes them in every generation of human history and is responsible for their levels of prosperity.  Dan. 2:21

22. The four things that Daniel specifically cites as proofs of the grace of God toward Nebuchadnezzar are:

a. The sovereignty, stressing the ability to reign, to be and exercise the functions of a monarch.

b. The grandeur, stressing the greatness of the kingdom, the vast area it encompassed.

c. The glory, or honor, indicating the value others placed on Nebuchadnezzar, the reputation he enjoyed.

d. The majesty, this term has the idea of external glory or ornamentation and stresses the opulent surroundings and lifestyle Nebuchadnezzar enjoyed.

23. All the blessings of the great kingdom that Nebuchadnezzar enjoyed were provided by the grace of God and not the work of man.

24. The tremendous size of the kingdom, the grandeur that God bestowed on him, resulted in a tremendous number of people having to deal with the very powerful monarch.

25. The three divisions of peoples, nations, and languages indicate that various racial groups, various national groups, and linguistic forms were completely under his dominion.

26. These three groups recognized that Nebuchadnezzar was not one to be trifled with, so they trembled and feared before him.
27. Nebuchadnezzar exercised absolute sovereign power and everyone in the kingdom recognized that and they manifested it with their mental attitude and overt demeanor.

28. People did not come into the presence of Nebuchadnezzar and exalt themselves, they were quite careful to defer to him at every point.

29. All the blessings God provided for this man coupled with the absolute deference that all men showed him, caused him to begin to believe that he was above everyone and everything.

30. He showed no submission to any law other than the law of his own making, he consulted no one when making decisions, and he exercised absolute authority in any and all situations.

31. Instead of recognizing the grace of God, administering his delegated kingdom on a grace basis, Nebuchadnezzar demonstrated a pride that took credit for all the good things in his life.

32. As we observed in chapter three, whomever he wished he killed, and whomever he wished, he spared alive.
33. Nebuchadnezzar did not use anything that we would consider due process, or trial by a jury of your peers; he absolutely controlled the destiny of everyone he chose.

34. If you provided something he thought was worthy or beneficial, he might exalt you and promote you in the kingdom.

35. If, on the other hand, you were deemed to be less than what he thought you ought to be, or failed in an area he didn’t appreciate, he could quickly demote you.

36. The force of all this is that Nebuchadnezzar was a tyrant, whose will is the only rule that determines his conduct.

37. Since Nebuchadnezzar chose to exalt his will above the will of God, in essence becoming his own god, God was forced to deal with him in judgment.

38. This brilliant description of the absolute sovereign power that Nebuchadnezzar exercised was designed to impress on the mind of Belshazzar that he did not come close to his illustrious grandfather.

39. Further, Belshazzar had better realize that if God dealt with Nebuchadnezzar in judgment for his negative volition and arrogance, Belshazzar should not expect to escape with his evil.

5:20 "But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit became so proud that he behaved arrogantly, he was deposed from his royal throne, and his glory was taken away from him.  {waw + pref. K + rel.part. yDI and when, but when—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. bb;l.—Peal pf. 3ms mWr raised up, elevated, euphemism for pride—waw + f.s.n. + 3ms suff. x;Wr—Peal pf. 3fs @qeT. to grow strong, to be mighty—pref. l + Haphel inf.const. dWz 1X, Hebrew equivalent means to boil in a physical sense, when used of people the basic idea is pride, an exaggerated sense of self-importance, which often includes defiance and rebellion, proud, arrogance, presumption, insolence, etc.—Hophal pf. 3ms txen>  to descend or go down, caused to come down, deposed—prep. !mi + m.s.n. aser>K' chair, throne—f.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. WKl.m; his royal—waw + Haphel pf. 3mp hd'[\ to pass over, not used of death, lit. “they caused his honor or glory to pass over from him—d.a. + m.s.n. rq'y>--prep. !mi + 3ms suff.}
5:21 "He was also driven away from mankind, and his heart was made like that of beasts, and his dwelling place was with the wild donkeys. He was given grass to eat like a bull, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, until he recognized that the Most High God is ruler over the realm of mankind, and that He sets over it whomever He wishes.  {waw + Peil pf. 3ms dr;j.  prep. !mi—m.p.n. const. rB;--d.a. + m.s.n. vn"a/ lit. sons of the man—waw + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff bb;l.—Peil pf. 3ms hw"v. 2X, to become like—prep. ~[I with—d.a. + f.s.n. aw"yxe living thing, beast, animal—waw + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. rAdm. living place, dwelling place—prep. ~[I—d.a. + m.p.n. dr'[] hapax, Hebrew term used only in Job 39:5—Pael impf. 3mp + 3ms suff. m[ej. they were feeding him—d.a. + m.s.n. bf;[] the herbs, grass—pref. K + m.s.n. rAT—waw + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. ~v;G> his body—Hithpaal impf. 3ms [b;c. drenched itself—pref. m + m.s.n. lj;--of the heavens—prep. d[;--rel.part. yDI which, which time—Peal pf. 3ms [d;y> he figured out—rel.part. yDI indir. disc.—d.a. + m.s.adj. yL'[I—d.a. + Hl'a/--m.s.adj. jyLiv; one having authority, ruler—pref. B +f.s.n.const. WKl.m; reign or kingdom, realm—d.a. + vn"a/ the man, mankind—waw + Peal impf. 3ms + 3fs suff. !t;n.--waw + Aphel impf. 3ms mWq causes to arise or stand--prep. l[; + 3fs suff--pref. l + interr. pron. !m; + rel. part. yDI and to who or whoever—Peal impf 3ms ab'c. to desire, to be willing}   
5:22 "Yet you, his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, even though you knew all this,  {waw + 2p pron. T.n>a;--his son—Belshazzar—neg. al' + Haphel pf. 2ms lpev. caused to bring low, caused to humble—your heart--yDI lbeq\-lK' inasmuch, because, “even though”—Peal pf. 2ms [d;y>--m.s.n.const. lKo—m.s.adj. hn"D>}
5:23 but you have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your nobles, your wives and your concubines have been drinking wine from them; and you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which do not see, hear or understand. But the God in whose hand are your life-breath and your ways, you have not glorified.  {waw + Hithpolel pf 2ms mWr to rise, to rise up, reflexive—prep. l[; against—m.s.n. arem'—of the heavens—waw + Haphel pf. 3mp ht'a] they caused to come—pref. l s.d.o+ d.a. + m.p.n. !am' vessels or utensils—rel.part. yDI—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. tyIB; his house, the Temple in Jerusalem—prep. ~d'q\ + 2ms suff—waw + 2s pron. T.n>a;--waw + m.p.n. !b'r>b.r;--f.p.n.const. + 2ms suff. lg:ve 3X, only in this chapter—waw + f.p.n.const. + 2ms suff. hn"xel. concubines, women in the harem—Peal part.m.p. ht'v. are drinking—d.a. + m.s.n. rm;x]—pref. B + 3mp suff. with them, “from them”—waw + Pael pf. 2ms, note only addressed to Belshazzar although the others were no doubt joining in xb;v. to laud or praise—sentence structure actually begins with pref. l s.d.o. to draw attention to the direct obects, these worthless gods—m.p.n.const. Hl'a/--d.a. + m.s.n. @s;K.—waw + d.a. + m.s.n bh;D>--d.a. + m.s.n. vx'n>--d.a. + m.s.n lz<r>P;--d.a. + m.s.n. [a' beams, timbers, large wooden gods—waw + d.a. + m.s.n !b,a,--rel. part. yDI—neg. al' + Peal part.m.p. hz"x]  behold or observe—waw + neg. al' + Peal part.m.p. [m;v.—waw + neg. al' + Peal part.m.p. [d;y> they are not seeing, hearing or understanding—once again, prep. l s.d.o leads off this phrase to emphasize the direct object, God!—and the God—rel.part. diy, acts as construct state to connect God and life breath—pref. B + f.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. dy:--f.s.n.const. + 2ms suff. am'v.nI 1X, the spark of life, what makes and keeps you alive—waw + m.s.n.const. lKo—f.p.n.const. + 2ms suff. hx'r>ao way, course of life, lifestyle—pref. l + 2ms suff. to him—neg. al' + Pael pf. 2ms rd;h] honored or glorified}   
Exposition vs. 20-23

1. Having described the nature of God’s grace to Nebuchadnezzar and the absolute tyranny of his powerful reign, Daniel now moves on to the great judgment that Nebuchadnezzar suffered.

2. This information was well known, because of the tract that he had published and sent out to his empire, and would have been especially well known among those in Nebuchadnezzar’s family.

3. Daniel describes the historical facts that led to the judgment on Nebuchadnezzar, facts he says in verse 22 of which Belshazzar was completely aware.

4. The first portion of verse 20 reaches back into verse 19 and may well be translated and on account of which.
5. Based on the absolute fear he inspired in his subjects, Nebuchadnezzar was given total deference by those that had cause to deal with him.

6. His great power, coupled with the arbitrary nature of his rule, caused people to bow to his every word or command.

7. He uses a series of three clauses to express the sins that led to the humbling of the great king.

8. The first is that his heart was lifted up, employing a term that is generally used of physical height, but metaphorically describes a condition of pride and presumption.

9. The presumptuous person is one that has allowed his pride to manifest itself by an inordinate confidence in himself, being extremely daring, and taking undue liberties.

10. Nebuchadnezzar manifested this quality on a regular basis, attributing all that he was, all that he had, and all that he accomplished to his own ingenuity, intelligence, and power.

11. Presumption is a gross manifestation of a lack of grace orientation, taking credit to oneself for what God has actually allowed or accomplished.

12. It is the sin of crediting to oneself things that one has no authority, authorization, or justification to credit to himself.

13. The second phrase Daniel uses to describe Nebuchadnezzar is that his spirit became so proud, using a term for strength or might that demonstrates a rash defiance of the principle of grace.

14. Here is clearly an instance in which the Aramaic term x;Wr (ruach) is clearly used of an unbeliever, but this is not unusual by any means.  Gen. 41:8; Deut. 2:30; IChron. 5:26

15. While we attempt to be as technically correct as possible when dealing with the Word of God, it is evident that the Bible is not a textbook on science and that the authors were often unconcerned with technical, scientific explanations.

16. In fact, the term x;Wr is used in the Hebrew and is translated by various terms and is applied to both animals and men in Eccles. 3:21.

a. This certainly seems to indicate that men and animals have very different destinies when they die.

b. If the destiny of two “spirits” is quite different, then one must assume that there is some fundamental difference in the two life forms.

c. The answer lies in the fact that for animals, the life of the flesh is in the blood; the animal does not have a discreet soul/spirit that provides its life.  Lev. 17:11

d. Mankind possesses a different composition altogether, being comprise of a physical body and an invisible soul/spirit that is created and infused at the point of physical birth and separated at the point of physical death. 

17. The verb Daniel uses @q;T. (teqaph) means to be strong or mighty, and has the secondary nuance of overpowering, overbearing, or obstinate.

18. This is designed to indicate that Nebuchadnezzar was entrenched in his exaggerated views of himself and this mental attitude led to his arrogant behavior.

19. God will tolerate many things in grace, but He has definitely demonstrated clearly that He is completely opposed to human pride and those that consistently practice such behavior. 

20. The final phrase that he behaved arrogantly is actually a result clause, detailing the actions that proceeded from his impertinent pride and his obstinate refusal to amend his thinking.

21. This mental attitude presumption led him to express himself in ways that were an affront to God, forcing Him to intervene in judgment.

22. As a result, Nebuchadnezzar was caused to come down from his throne when God leveled the tremendous judgment of chapter four on him.

23. As a result, Nebuchadnezzar no longer enjoyed the overt trappings of his office, losing all the honor and respect that he had garnered from his great reputation.

24. Verse 21 details the fact that he was removed from polite society and mentally began to believe that he was a young bull.

25. This affliction caused him to be removed from the royal palace and make his new home with the wild animals that inhabited the fields in and around Babylon.

26. Verse 21 is the only time that the Aramaic term wild donkeys is used, but it has a some Hebrew equivalents that emphasize both negative volition and a wild and willful nature.  Gen. 16:12; Jere. 2:24

27. This was an appropriate companion for the arrogant, negative and willful king, who refuses to humble himself under the hand of God.

28. Daniel continues to use exacting detail as he relates the humiliation of Belshazzar’s grandfather, using the same language that was used by Nebuchadnezzar himself in the tract to his kingdom.

29. His diet was that of other bovine and he continued to be exposed to the elements for seven years, until he figured out that the Most High God is ruler over the realm of mankind.
30. Nebuchadnezzar learned the lesson that God determined who would rule among men and that God sets over the kingdom whomever He wishes.
31. The lesson for believers is that God controls your future; do not allow anything you think to lack to cause you to believe that God cannot use and exalt you in ways that you can’t even imagine.

32. He is able to do exceedingly, abundantly above all that we ask or think since the excellence of the power comes from him and not our own abilities.  Eph. 3:20; Rom. 16:25; IICor. 9:8

33. Daniel brings the indictment to a climax when he lets Belshazzar know that this information should have caused him to modify his own behavior and deal with his own arrogance trend.

34. The sin of Belshazzar could not be attributed to ignorance, but was a deliberate act of contempt for God, in spite of the striking warning that had been delivered in the life of Nebuchadnezzar.

35. Belshazzar was completely aware of the extent of the judgment suffered by his grandfather and had an intimate knowledge of the lengths to which God had gone to humble Nebuchadnezzar.

36. This knowledge made Belshazzar more culpable before God and is the basis for the principle to everyone who has been given much shall much be required.
37. The more knowledge that a person has, be he a believer with the knowledge of doctrine or an unbeliever with basic revelation, the more accountable he becomes to the God that provided that information.

38. Instead of taking this to heart and modifying his viewpoint, Belshazzar had manifested his mental attitude arrogance by doing just as his grandfather had done and exalted himself against the Lord of Heaven.  Isa. 2:12, 37:23

39. This term is designed to contrast the limited, earthly authority of Belshazzar and the unlimited heavenly authority of God.

40. This is the only time in the Old Testament that this form of address is used, but it is found in the New Testament.  Matt. 11:25; Acts 17:24

41. Nebuchadnezzar had addressed God with similar language after his humiliation, calling him the King of heaven.  Dan. 4:37

42. Both expressions are designed to focus on the attribute of sovereignty, the absolute power that God has to rule in Heaven and on earth.

43. Belshazzar manifested his arrogance against the Lord of heaven by desecrating the vessels from the Temple that had been dedicated to the worship of the Lord.

44. He had taken the sanctified utensils, which had been set apart for the service of God alone, and had used them for the common activity of drinking wine from them.

45. Instead of being humble and demonstrating respect for YHWH, Belshazzar had been mocking the true God in his banquet hall.

46. He was guilty of blasphemy for using the holy vessels of the Lord as common dishes for his drunken orgy.

47. As if this was not bad enough, Belshazzar had continued to incite God by engaging in the worship of other gods during his drunken party.

48. Daniel lists the types of gods that men worshipped beginning with the most valuable material and generally continuing to the least valuable material from which they were crafted.

49. While men may suppose that a god of gold or silver is actually more valuable than a god of wood or stone, the Divine viewpoint indicates that they are all worthless.  Ps. 115:4-8; Isa. 37:19; Hab. 2:18-19

50. That is the point Daniel makes when he contrasts their lack of perception and knowledge with the true God, who perceives and knows everything.  Isa. 40:18ff

51. While modern man may avoid the overt trappings of idolatry, we still worship many things other than the Lord of Heaven including; technology, money, power, fame, celebrities (rock stars, athletes, movie stars, TV personalities), pleasure, etc.

52. Our modern gods are no more perceptive than the worthless idols of antiquity, nor will they be able to deliver those that trust in them in the Day of Judgment.

53. Daniel concludes by contrasting the God of heaven, who actually has some power and controls the issue of life and death, with the impotent gods that Belshazzar had so recently praised.

54. The fact that his life-breath was in His hand is designed to demonstrate the power and authority that God has in this realm.

55. In fact, no one but God controls life and death, and every day one is alive, he is alive only by the will and power of God.  Job 12:10; Acts 17:28

56. The term translated life-breath is am'v.nI (nishma’), used only in this verse, and has a corresponding Hebrew counterpart that is used some 24 times.

57. This term actually refers to the “spark of life” that ignites life in the physical body and continues to sustain that life until God withdraws it.

58. It is very often translated breath since that is the simplest method for determining if a person is alive.

59. While the spark of life for animals resides in their blood (Gen. 7:22) the Divine spark of life for men is related to the imputation of the soul to an already formed body at the point of physical birth.  Gen. 2:7; Isa. 42:5

60. God continues to sustain and monitor this spark of life and has authority over every living creature to determine when He chooses to withdraw it.  Job 34:14; Dan. 5:23

61. Belshazzar may not have any appreciation for the fragility of his life and the fact that it is completely controlled by the Lord of Heaven, but he will in a few short hours!

62. The fact that Belshazzar’s ways are in His hand is expressive of the fact that God is cognizant of every step we take.  Job 31:4; Ps. 139:3

63. In fact, there is a great mystery that relates to the fact that God directs the steps of a man and yet mankind continue to arrogantly suppose that a man is the captain of his fate, and the master of his own destiny.  Prov. 16:9, 19:21, 20:24; Jere. 10:23

64. For the positive, adjusting believer this should be a source of great comfort, recognizing that God has a plan for you and that he will guide your path to insure completion of that plan.

65. It does not depend on my wisdom, intelligence, ability to foresee every obstacle, ability to anticipate every contingency, or ability to formulate a plan in the first place; it depends on the sovereign God, who loved me before the world began.  Jn. 17:24; Eph. 1:4

66. In spite of the fact that Belshazzar recognized all the issues related to the humiliation of Nebuchadnezzar, he did not recognize that supreme authority that God exercised over him.

67. Therefore, he did not give any glory to God; he did not treat God in a manner that was compatible with these truths.

68. He offered no praise or honor to the God on whom his life depended, but he spent his time drinking wine to excess and praising the lifeless, inanimate gods that did not truly exist.

69. This demonstrates that Belshazzar was completely negative and that the sin unto death was certainly warranted in his case.

70. It should be evident that Daniel gave this rebuke before all those that were assembled in the banquet hall, so everyone there heard this doctrinal teaching as well.

5:24 "Then the palm of the hand was sent from Him, and this inscription was written out.  {pref. B + adv. !yId;a/--d.a. + m.s.n. sP; same as vs. 5, the palm—rel.part. yDI acts as const.—d.a. + f.s.n. dy:—Peil pf. 3ms xl;v. passive, was sent—prep. !mi--prep. + 3ms suff. ~d'q\--waw + d.a. + m.s.n. bt'K.—m.s.adj. hn"D>--Peil pf. 3ms mv;r> 7X, to inscribe, sign, or write out} 
5:25 "Now this is the inscription that was written out: 'MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.'  {waw + m.s.adj. hn"D>--d.a. + m.s.n. bt'K.—rel.part. diy—Peil pf. 3ms mv;r> was inscribed--anEm. anEm. lqeT. !ysir>p;W a mina, a mina, a shekel and a half.  The  words can be taken to mean mina, a shekel, and a half mina (or  half shekel). Daniel interpreted it as  the verbal meaning, to number, weigh, and divide. The last verb may have a  double word play in its similarity to Persia, which was about to  conquer Belshazzar}

5:26 "This is the interpretation of the message: 'MENE '-- God has numbered your kingdom and put an end to it.  {m.s.adj. hn"D>--m.s.adj. rv;P.—d.a. + f.s.n. hL'mi thing or matter, the inscription—m.s.n. anEm.—d.a. + Hl'a/--Peal pf. 3ms hn"m. to number or reckon, in Pael (most usages) to appoint—f.s.n.const. + 2ms suff. WKl.m;--Haphel pf. 3ms + 2fs suff. mlev. to be over, complete or finished} 

5:27 "'TEKEL '-- you have been weighed on the scales and found deficient.  {m.s.n. lqeT.—Peil pf. 2ms lq;T.  1X, Hebrew verb shaqal means to weigh or weigh out—pref. B + d.a. + m.p.n. anEz>amo scales or balances—Hithpeel pf. 2ms xk;v. not used in active voice, were found—m.s.adj. rySix; 1X, to lack something, to have a need}
5:28 "'PERES '-- your kingdom has been divided and given over to the Medes and Persians."  {m.s.n. sreP.—f.s.n. + 2ms suff. WKl.m;--Peil pf 3fs. sr;P. to divide, to break in two or in half—Peil pf. 3fs bh;y> completed action, has been given—pref. l + name yd;m' the Medes—waw + name sr;P'} 

Exposition vs. 24-28

1. Since Belshazzar had completely dishonored the true God, God responded by sending the visible palm of the hand to inscribe the message of judgment on the wall.

2. Again, the part of the hand that was visible was the palm of the hand coming through the wall, with the fingers bent backward to inscribe the message into the plaster.

3. This judgmental inscription is clearly revealed to be based on the negative volition of Belshazzar and was obviously deserved.

4. For the first time in this chapter, we are given the exact wording of the mysterious writing that was supernaturally provided by God.

5. There has been an endless amount of critical discussion as to what the meaning of the inscription is, and it is complicated by some factors.

6. First, some have suggested that the inscription was not written in Aramaic on the wall, but is recorded by Daniel in Aramaic in our text.

7. There is no basis for this supposition since Daniel’s explanation of the meaning does not seem to be challenged by anyone present, rather they liked the interpretation or not.

8. The second objection comes from the fact that the wise men of Babylon could not read the inscription, suggesting that it was written in a language that was unfamiliar to them.

9. This objection is easily answered by the fact that the words were written in typical Aramaic script but, like most Semitic languages, written without the vowel pointing.

10. All they would have seen was the radicals, which would have looked like this if written in the conventional fashion.  !ysrpw lqT anm anm 

11. If the letters of the words had been written vertically, which has been suggested by Jewish rabbis, they would have looked like this. w T m m 
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12. The reason that the wise men of Babylon could not interpret the symbols did not have to do with their inability to read them, it had to do with the fact that without the vowel points these words would normally be translated as follows: a mina, a mina, a tekel, and a half mina.
13. All these words have to do with weights and money, a mina being a heavy weight that was equivalent to sixty Babylonian shekels.
14. The second term is the equivalent of the Hebrew term, shekel, and was a weight of silver or gold that was around eleven grams.
15. The final term meant half, causing some to suggest that it means a half mina or half shekel.
16. If, then, all the wise men of Babylon could make out of the strange writing was Mina, mina, shekel, and a half shekel, they would have concluded that the message was simply about a series of monetary weights, made no sense, and contained no discernable message.
17. Strangely enough, some interpreters have opted for this explanation of the inscription, rejecting what Daniel said it meant!
18. Daniel recognized that the radicals were correct and that they had not supplied the correct vowel pointing and missed the point of the words.
19. Daniel takes these words as God intended them, as one active and two passive verbs that denote the end of the Babylonian kingdom and the death of Belshazzar.
20. He repeats each word for emphasis and then provides the correct interpretation of each one.
21. The first phrase The God has numbered your kingdom and put and end to it is repeated twice to emphasize that this judgment is certain and is going to occur very quickly.  Gen. 41:32
22. In fact, the night of the party was the last day for the Babylonian Empire, the conclusion of the reign of the head of gold.  Dan. 2:39
23. This is confirmation of the doctrine that everyone from Nebuchadnezzar on had heard and Belshazzar will soon believe that the Most High God is ruler over the realm of mankind.  Dan. 4:17,25, 5:21
24. The Babylonian kingdom ruled the earth for a very short period of time (626-539 BC) and certainly achieved its high point during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar.  605-562 BC
25. However, this great kingdom is like every nation of every period of history and it is God that rules over mankind and that He determined the appointed times for each nation and the boundaries of their habitation.
26. The second term, which Daniel interprets as meaning you have been weighed on the scales and found deficient, refers to Belshazzar personally. 
27. This was particularly appropriate since the occult religions of the world believed that at the end of their lives, someone weighed the actions of the dead in a literal balance to determine their fortunes in the afterlife.
28. However, it indicates that God has evaluated this man by His standards and that Belshazzar was found woefully lacking as a man and as a king.  ISam. 2:3; Prov. 16:2, 24:12
29. His leadership in the kingdom is very well reflected by the activities of his final night; Belshazzar was busy throwing a drunken orgy while the enemy walked just outside his gate.
30. Belshazzar trusted in all the wrong things, his own power, the supposed invincibility of the city walls, and the fact that the Persians would never take the city.
31. He was a negative unbeliever that had rejected the message of salvation based on his great pride and dismissed the lessons that his grandfather had left on record.  Dan. 5:22
32. The final phrase indicates clearly that God has ended the Babylonian kingdom and has chosen to divide the power between the Medes and the Persians.
33. The term sreP. has a dual meaning in that it refers both to the breaking in half of the kingdom of Babylon and, when pointed differently, is the same word as Persia. sr;P'
34. It is plain that Daniel believed that the next kingdom in the plan of God, the kingdom of silver, was the Medo-Persian Empire
35. The Persians actually were the dominant element in the second empire, with the Medians being associated with them as a federated nation.
36. Even as Daniel stood interpreting these things to the foolish king, the Medes and Persians were entering the capital city by means of the river that flowed through the walls. 
5:29 Then Belshazzar gave orders, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a necklace of gold around his neck, and issued a proclamation concerning him that he now had authority as the third ruler in the kingdom.  {pref. B + adv. !yId;a/--Belshazzar—Peal pf. 3ms rm;a] lit. said, “gave orders”—waw + Haphel pf. 3mp vbel. to cause one to be clothed, to dress someone—pref. l s.d.o + Daniel—d.a. + m.s.n. !w"G>r>a; purple or scarlet—waw + d.a. + m.s.n. %ynIm.h;--rel. part. diy, acts as const.—d.a. + m.s.n. bh;D>--prep. l[; + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. raW:c; 3X, only in this chapter—waw + Haphel pf. 3ms zr;K.  1X, to make a proclamation or announcment—prep. l[; + 3ms suff. about or concerning—rel. part. yDI indir. disc.—Peal impf. 3ms hw"h] he will become—third ruler in the kingdom 
5:30 That same night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was slain.  {pref. B + 3ms suff.—pref. B + d.a. + m.s.n. yleyle—Belshazzar—the king, the Chaldean—Peil pf 3ms lj;q. was killed or slain}  
Exposition vs. 29-30

1. Daniel has successfully completed the task he had been requested to do, interpreting the writing and pronouncing the fifth cycle on Babylon.

2. Even as he stood before Belshazzar explaining the significance of the writing, the Medes and Persians were just outside the city formulating a plan.

3. This interpretation must have greatly disturbed Belshazzar, because it spelled the end of his kingdom and signified his own imminent doom.

4. The natural response of an eastern leader would have been to have the prophet executed on the spot for this bold condemnation of the king in front of his most powerful friends and advisors.

5. Perhaps the authority with which Daniel spoke impressed Belshazzar, or perhaps he was afraid of risking any further wrath if he touched God’s spokesman.

6. It is entirely possible that the foolish king rejected the interpretation and figured that he would continue to rule in spite of the inscription.

7. Whatever his motives, Belshazzar remained true to his word and commanded that Daniel be given what he had been promised.

8. Perhaps he was hoping that God might relent and not destroy Babylon if his prophet became the Prime Minister.

9. Some have complained that Daniel did not take these things based on his words in verse 17.

10. However, it would have been pointless to argue with Belshazzar about his honors and Daniel merely acquiesces to the foolish king.

11. Therefore, it is not surprising that Daniel, against his express wishes, was clothed with the royal purple, and the chain of gold, the insignia of leadership, was placed on his neck, and he was promoted to the status of third ruler in the empire.

12. Daniel knew that the kingdom of Belshazzar was going to be very short lived and that these honors were essentially worthless.

13. This is typical of cosmic success; it is very often short lived and truly does not amount to anything before the Lord.

14. The same world that praises you one day will vilify you the next if you do not conform yourself to its standard.  Matt. 21:8-11, 27:15-26

15. If God provides temporal promotion for the believer, which He is certainly able to do, the believer should not allow his head to be turned by his temporal prosperity.

16. Daniel is a good example of this; he lived in exile but was promoted by some of the most powerful men of his day.

17. However, he never lost sight of what was truly important, his consistent, personal relationship with God.  Dan. 6:10

18. The secret for spiritual success is to pursue Bible doctrine and allow God to provide what He chooses to in terms of Ph2 blessings.  

19. God has promised that He will pursue the adjusting believer with blessing.  Matt. 6:33, 19:28; Mk. 10:29ff; ITim. 4:8

20. The challenge is not to get our eyes focused on the temporal prosperity but to remain focused on doctrine, staying in fellowship, Divine good production, and the eternal rewards of Ph3 that truly matter.  Heb. 11:26

21. What we may or may not have in time is truly insignificant; however, God has promised to take good care of those that place Him first.  Ps. 37:4, 94:19, 145:19; Isa. 58:14

22. The believer should not get his eyes on what others have; recognizing that God determines what is appropriate for each believer.

23. Like Paul, you may go through periods of prosperity and periods of adversity and lack.  Phil. 4:11-13

24. John expresses my prayer for each of us to his friend Gaius in III Jn. 2, recognizing that soulish, spiritual prosperity takes priority over overt, temporal prosperity.

25. In fact, spiritual prosperity is the basis for legitimate physical prosperity.

26. If people worried half as much about the state of their soul as they do about their health, car, job, bank account, lawn, family, and friends, they would be much better off in the end.

27. While the wise believer may seem foolish to the cosmos as he places the pursuit of doctrine first, foregoing those things that the cosmos cannot live without, he will be vindicated in a big way.

28. While everyone thinks they can handle the prosperity test, most people haven’t yet realized that God tests you for some time in the little things before He trusts you in the big things. Lk. 16:10, 19:17

29. Verse 30 concludes the miserable life of Belshazzar with the terse statement of his death on the night of his big party.

30. Several historical texts describe the taking of Babylon by Cyrus including the Chronicle of Nabonidus, The Cyrus Cylinder, and the Greek historian, Herodotus.

31. The account of Herodotus is viewed as one of the most historically accurate.

“Cyrus was now reduced to great perplexity, as time went on and he made no progress against the place. In this distress either some one made the suggestion to him, or he bethought himself of a plan, which he proceeded to put in execution. He placed a portion of his army at the point where the river enters the city, and another body at the back of the place where it issues forth, with orders to march into the town by the bed of the stream, as soon as the water became shallow enough: he then himself drew off with the unwarlike portion of his host, and made for the place where [former queen] Nitocris dug the basin for the river, where he did exactly what she had done formerly: he turned the Euphrates by a canal into the basin, which was then a marsh, on which the river sank to such an extent that the natural bed of the stream became fordable. Hereupon the Persians who had been left for the purpose at Babylon by the, river-side, entered the stream, which had now sunk so as to reach about midway up a man’s thigh, and thus got into the town. Had the Babylonians been apprised of what Cyrus was about, or had they noticed their danger, they would never have allowed the Persians to enter the city, but would have destroyed them utterly; for they would have made fast all the street gates which gave upon the river, and mounting upon the walls along both sides of the stream, would so have caught the enemy, as it were, in a trap. But, as it was, the Persians came upon them by surprise and so took the city. Owing to the vast size of the place, the inhabitants of the central parts (as the residents at Babylon declare) long after the outer portions of the town were taken, knew nothing of what had chanced, but as they were engaged in a festival, continued dancing and reveling until they learnt the capture but too certainly. Such, then, were the circumstances of the first taking of Babylon.”
32. It is somewhat remarkable that the king and all his trusted nobles did not take any action to check their defenses in view of the nature of the message and the fact that they had been under siege.

33. This clearly reveals the level of negative volition and degeneracy that prevailed in the kingdom of Belshazzar.

34. While they would not have been able to forestall the predicted judgment, their lack of anything that could be called sound judgment is indicative of their mental state.

35. That night, Belshazzar died a violent death at the hands of Cyrus, all the nobles died as well, and Daniel was spared and eventually promoted in the Persian kingdom.

36. The city was taken with any battle and it was some time before the populace at large knew that there had been a change in leadership.

37. We will deal with verse 31 in chapter 6 since the Hebrew text clearly places it as the first verse of that chapter.
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